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The Benediction
As a child, I remember entering my bedroom and thinking, “I didn’t
leave that toy there.” The logical conclusion that my young mind
drew is that my toys must have been playing without me and I nearly caught them in the act. So when Toy Story came out in 1995, I
thought, “Ah ha! I knew it!” The thought that perhaps my toys were
moved as my mom was putting my clothes away never crossed my
mind.
In Toy Story, Buzz, Woody, Slink, and the other toys belong to a
little boy named Andy. Andy would write his name on his toys to
claim them as his own. One of my favorite scenes is when Woody
is separated from Andy and he lifts up his foot to look at the bottom
of his boot. There, it says, “Andy.” When he sees the name that has
been placed upon him, Woody is reminded of Andy’s love for him
and his love for Andy.
In the benediction in Numbers 6, God does for us something similar
to what Andy does for his beloved toys. In Numbers 6:24, the
LORD instructs the priests of Israel to bless the people by saying,
“The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face to
shine upon you and be gracious to you; the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.” Then, in verse 27, the
LORD says this, “So shall they (the priests) put my name upon the
people of Israel, and I will bless them.”
God, the creator of the universe, places His name upon you in
the benediction.
By writing His name upon you, the LORD is saying that his desire is
to bless you, keep you, be known by you, forgive you, and give you
peace. Think about that. God claims you. God accepts you. God
loves and cherishes you. What a tremendous comfort this is!
I remember my first Lutheran pastor singing a children’s song I was
familiar with growing up, but with a twist. Instead of, “O be careful
little eyes what you see… for the Father up above is looking down
in love…” He sang, “O be careful little eyes what you see… for the
Father up above is waiting to smite you!” He was teaching us that
our tendency is to think that God is constantly waiting to catch us
doing something wrong.
Make no mistake, God will indeed reveal the fullness of His wrath
upon the hard hearted and impenitent sinner. God wants us to
know about his wrath so that we would repent of our sins and trust
in Him. Isaiah 28:21 calls God’s judgment and wrath poured out
upon the impenitent His “alien work.” It is his “strange deed.”
(Continued on page 3)
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Volunteer Schedule
Please mark your calendars and if there are any conflicts with your schedule,
please find someone to fill your spot and let Kristine Dootson know of the substitution. If you are unable to find someone to switch with you, call Kristine
Dootson @425-753-2020.

Date

Nursery

Lay Reader

Flowers

Coffee

9/1

Lesley
Weidner

Duane Leach

Open

WMF Celebration
Sunday

9/8

Pam Jussel

Prosper Ruberwa

Open

Rally BBQ

9/15

Sue Rosebrook

Patti Prue

Open

Open

9/22

Dayna Hall

Joe Bottem

Open

Open

9/29

Diana Daum

Kristine Dootson

Open

Open

September
Anniversaries

September Birthdays
Jeff Barnhart

Sept. 6

Sue Rosebrook

Sept. 11

Paul Stedman

Sept. 11

Sami Stedman

Sept. 11

Beverly Kowalewski

Sept. 12

Bill & Julie Marovich

Alice Bottem

Sept. 12

9-18-82

Zachary Riddle

Sept. 13

Blake & Nancy Walden

Lucy Quinn Hatch

Sept. 14

Nathan Schultz

Sept. 15

9-27-86

Jason Watson

Sept. 16

Mike Lewis

Sept. 19

Nancy Gould

Sept. 22

Danielle Dootson

Sept. 23

Cathie Robbins

Sept. 23

Jennifer (Watson) Wold

Sept. 26

Eric Luck

Sept. 28

Ken & Barbara Moland
9-6-69

You can listen to our sermons on our
website!
Orlckirkland.org
If you can’t listen to us online, contact us
and we can send you a disc of the sermon.
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(Continued from page 1)
The beauty of the benediction is that it gently and lovingly reminds us of God’s good will toward creation
and specifically toward His people. God’s desire is not to exercise his alien work upon you but as Isaiah
30:18 says, “...the Lord waits to be gracious to you, and therefore he exalts himself to show mercy to
you.”
We can learn more about the benediction when we consider its placement at the conclusion of the worship service. Since benediction simply means “to speak well of” or “to bless” and given its position at the
end of the service it is a reminder of what Jesus did immediately before he ascended into heaven.
“And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. While he blessed
them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him and returned to
Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple blessing God.” (Luke 24:50–53, ESV)
So, each Sunday, as the pastor raises his hand and speaks the words commanded by God, it is a sort
of reenactment of that day as well. It wouldn’t be too much of a stretch to imagine that Jesus even used
the words of Numbers 6 as he blessed the disciples that day.
The benediction is a perfect and beautiful conclusion to the service. It is a reminder of God’s care for
you that you can carry with you throughout the week. So, when you question if you are saved, when you
question if you truly love God, when you question if you are loved by God, you can think back to the last
words of the service which talk of God’s love and desire for you, and you can know exactly where you
stand with God.
-Pastor Nicholas Schultz

Thank you to all of
the volunteers who
joined us at Robert
Frost Elementary for
Community Serve
Day! We got a lot
done and had a lot of
fun!
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Rally Sunday!
On 9/8, ORLC will have Rally Sunday! Rally Sunday is a Sunday Morning when
we will especially be highlighting ways for people to be active in the ministry of
ORLC. Hear about how you can be involved in the life of the congregation and
sign up to take part!
We’ll keep the displays up for the month of September, and then in January/
February we’ll have a Winter Rally.
If you have any questions, feel free to contact Pastor Schultz.
pastor@orlckirkland.org

The Christian Connection is edited and published for ORLC . It is also available on our website
www.orlckirkland.org . If you do not want to receive it in your inbox, please let us know by calling
(425)821-2424 or emailing orlckirkland@hotmail.com.

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
11611 NE 140th St. Kirkland, WA 98034
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Keeping in touch with the ORLC family!

